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Any full-sized candy bar 
Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups 

Kit Kat 
Cash, or other forms of legal tender 

Twix 
Snickers 

Tolberone something or other 
Lindt Truffle 

Peanut M&M’s 
Nestle Crunch 

Milky Way 
Dove Bars 

Regular M&Ms 
Butterfinger 

Rolos 
Reese's Pieces 

Hershey's Dark Chocolate 
Mars 

Three Musketeers 
York Peppermint Patties 

Heath Bar 
Caramellos 

100 Grand Bar 
Junior Mints 
Chardonnay 

Hershey’s Milk Chocolate 
Mr. Goodbar 

Milk Duds 
Hershey's Kisses 

Starburst 
Whatchamacallit Bars 

Skittles 
Mint Juleps 

Cadbury Creme Eggs 
Sweet Tarts 

Nerds 
Jolly Ranchers (good flavor) 

Gummy Bears straight up 
Swedish Fish 

Smarties (American) 
LemonHeads 

Sourpatch Kids (i.e. abominations of nature) 
Take 5 

Mint Kisses 
Glow sticks 

Smarties (Commonwealth) 
Minibags of chips 

Licorice (not black) 
Pixy Stix 

Mike and Ike 
Vicodin 

Goo Goo Clusters 
Coffee Crisp 

Kinder Happy Hippo 
Bottle Caps 

LaffyTaffy 
Lollipops 

Now'n'Laters 
Reggie Jackson Bar 

Dots 
Candy Corn 

Fuzzy Peaches 
Hard Candy 

Good N' Plenty 
Chick-o-Sticks (we don’t know what that is) 

Bonkers (the board game) 
Licorice (yes black) 

Bonkers (the candy) 
Maynards 

Necco Wafers 
Hugs (actual physical hugs) 

Tic Tacs 
Chiclets 
Trail Mix 

Sweetums (a friend to diabetes) 
Healthy Fruit 
Black Jacks 

Senior Mints 
Peeps 

JoyJoy (Mit Iodine!) 
Pencils 

Anonymous brown globs that come in black and orange wrappers 
Vials of pure high fructose corn syrup, for main-lining into your vein 

Sandwich-sized bags filled with BooBerry Crunch 
Jolly Rancher (bad flavor) 

Spotted Dick 
Generic Brand Acetaminophen 

Box'o'Raisins 
Those odd marshmallow circus peanut things 

Creepy Religious comics/Chick Tracts 
Whole Wheat anything 

Candy that is clearly just the stuff given out for free at restaurants 
Kale smoothie 

Dental paraphenalia 
Real Housewives of Orange County Season 9 Blue-Ray 

White Bread 
Gum from baseball cards 

Broken glow stick 
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THE CANDY HIERARCHY (2012)

SECOND TIER

(oh look, mostly chocolate, just not as good) 
Mounds --- Tootsie Rolls --- Whoppers[10] --- Fair Trade Chocolate[11] ����%XWWHUÀQJHU�����3D\�'D\�����%DE\�5XWK

Swedish Fish[12]�����$OPRQG�-R\�����&DGEXU\�&UHPH�(JJV[5] --- Ferrero Rocher[13]

THIRD TIER

(the chewy range or, in some circles, the Upper Chewy or Upper Devonian) 
0LON�'XGV�����%HQ]HGULQH����-ROO\�5DQFKHUV��LI�D�JRRG�ÁDYRU������Candy Corn?[14]�����6WDUEXUVW�����6NLWWOHV

6WDOH�7RRWVLH�5ROOV�����/LFRULFH��QRW�EODFN������5HJJLH�-DFNVRQ�%DU�����%RQNHUV[15] --- 100 Grand Bar --- Heath Bar 
D�'9'�FRS\�RI�Candy��VWDUULQJ�+HDWK�/HGJHU�����0LQLEDJV�RI�FKLSV [16]�����*ORZ�VWLFNV�����+HUVKH\·V�0LON�&KRFRODWH

BOTTOM TIER

(the Lower Chewy or Middle Crunchy Tart Layer) 
'RWV�����/ROOLSRSV�����1HUGV�����5XQWV�����7UDLO�0L[�����0DU\�-DQHV�����*XPP\�%HDUV�VWUDLJKW�XS�����:KLWH�%UHDG�����6SUHH�
%ODFN�/LFRULFH����$Q\WKLQJ�IURP�%UDFK·V[17]�����+DUG�&DQG\�����%XEEOH�*XP�����,QFOXGLQJ�WKH�&KLFOHWV��EXW�QRW�WKH�HUDVHUV��

%ODFN�-DFNV�����/HPRQ+HDGV�����/DII\7DII\�����*RRG�1·�3OHQW\�����-ROO\�5DQFKHUV��LI�D�EDG�ÁDYRU������%RWWOH�&DSV�
American Smarties[18] --- Chalk[18] ---´WKRVH�RGG�PDUVKPDOORZ�FLUFXV�SHDQXW�WKLQJVµ����JXP�IURP�EDVHEDOO�FDUGV

FDQG\�WKDW�LV�FOHDUO\�MXVW�WKH�VWXII�JLYHQ�RXW�IRU�IUHH�DW�UHVWDXUDQWV�����ULEERQ�FDQG\�
Candy: A Novel of Love and Addiction��E\�/XNH�'DYLHV

TIER SO LOW IT DOES NOT REGISTER ON OUR EQUIPMENT[19]

+HDOWK\�)UXLW[20]�����3HQFLOV[21] ����+XJV��DFWXDO�SK\VLFDO�KXJV�[21]�����/DSHO�3LQV�����([WUD�6WUHQJWK�7\OHQRO�����3HEEOHV
´$QRQ\PRXV�EURZQ�JOREV�WKDW�FRPH�LQ�EODFN�DQG�RUDQJH�ZUDSSHUVµ�����1RZ·Q·/DWHUV[22]�����:KROH�:KHDW�DQ\WKLQJ

´JRRG�WLGLQJVµ��RU�´KHOSIXO�DGYLFHµ�RU�UHQHZHG�FDOOV�WR�´JHW�WKH�)��RII�P\�SRUFK�RU�,·OO�FDOO�VRFLDO�VHUYLFHV�RQ�\RXU�0RP�
DJDLQ��-DVRQ�µ�����EURNHQ�JORZ�VWLFN�����NDOH�VPRRWKLH

Description of footnotes can be found at boingboing.net

TOP TIER

(caramel, chewy, elegant)
$Q\�IXOO�VL]HG�FDQG\�EDU[1] --- Caramellos[2]�����0LON\�:D\�����6QLFNHUV�����5RORV[3] ����7ZL[

5HHVH·V�3HDQXW�%XWWHU�&XSV�����&DVK��RU�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI�OHJDO�WHQGHU[4] ����&DGEXU\�&UHPH�(JJV[5] --- Goo Goo Clusters[6]  

(not surprisingly, it’s predominantly chocolate-based) 
+HUVKH\·V�.LVVDEOHV�����/LQGW�7UXIÁH�����1HVWOH�&UXQFK�����3HDQXW�0	0·V�����5HJXODU�0	0V[7] --- Three Musketeers[8] 

.LW�.DW�����'DUN�&KRFRODWH�+HUVKH\�����7REOHURQH�VRPHWKLQJ�RU�RWKHU[9]

POST-TERTIARY

QUASI-SILURIAN

�D�PLQRU�GLVUXSWLRQ�LQ�WKH�VWUDWLJUDSKLF�VHTXHQFH��WKLV�UHFHQWO\�LGHQWLÀHG�YHLQ�RI�PLQW�LV�
0LQW�0	0V ����-XQLRU�0LQWV�����<RUN�3HSSHUPLQW�3DWWLHV�����6HQLRU�0LQWV�����0LQW�.LVVHV�����0LQW�/HDYHV --- Mint Juleps

$Q\WKLQJ�IURP�WKH�)UDQNOLQ�0LQW
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FIGURE 1: CANDY HIERARCHY CIRCA 2017

By Benjamin R. Cohen and David Ng, presented by boingboing.net

[1]

Data was pulled at  
12:00pm PST on  

October 25th, 2017 

Total number of voters: 
2460  

13% going trick or treating 
~0.1% under 15 and going. 

Total number of JOY,MEH, 
DESPAIR data points: 

~700,000 
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